
  
  

 

 
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

THE FEAST DAY AND CELEBRATION OF JUNETEENTH 
JUNE 20, 2021 

 
In 2020, the 171st Convention of the Diocese of California passed a historic resolution 

recognizing Juneteenth, the annual holiday commemorating the end of slavery in the United 

States, as a diocesan feast day and holiday. Bishop Marc Andrus, the Diocese of California’s 

Afro-American Commission, and the Vivian Traylor/Northern California Chapter of the Union 

of Black Episcopalians invite you to attend or watch the livestream of the First Inaugural 

Diocesan Feast Day Celebrating Juneteenth, a service of healing, reflection, and hope. 

 

 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
DIVERSE PEOPLE, INQUIRING MINDS, OPEN HEARTS 

www.saintjohnsf.org ⬧ (415) 861-1436 ⬧ welcome@saintjohnsf.org 
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WELCOME to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist 

 

We are glad you're here! Whether this is your first time worshiping with us or you have been 

a member for many years, you are invited to participate as fully as you are comfortable. 
 

The Diocesan COVID-19 guidelines now allow for outside worship without masks. 

However, a distance of six feet must be maintained from those of other households. 

Please refrain from physical contact - hugging or handshaking - even if fully vaccinated. 

Abiding by these guidelines help protect the vulnerable among us. 
 

Our worship today includes the sacrament of Holy Communion. All who desire to be in 

communion as the Body of Christ are invited to partake.  Guided by ushers, we form a single 

line to receive the bread, or a blessing; individual glasses of wine are also be available.  

We ask that you please take the bread and wine to the side table to consume. 
 

At St. John’s, we strive to be a welcoming community where strangers easily become friends  

and where God is worshiped with reverence and joy. 

 

Thank You & More Love, 

The Rev. Dr. Scot Sherman, Supply Priest 

 

AN AFFIRMATION OF VALUES 
 

We are a dynamic parish of diverse people with open hearts and inquiring minds; 

at St. John’s, lives are transformed by encountering the love of God in community. 
 

● We are radically welcoming, a sanctuary to all who enter this space; 

● We seek and serve Christ in all persons, believing that God dwells in each of us; 

● We respect the dignity of all people; 

● We protect the vulnerable among us – especially our children and elders, the sick, friendless, 

persecuted, and refugees and immigrants; 

● We promote justice and peace in our neighborhood and in the global community; 

● We faithfully follow in the footsteps of Jesus, making no peace with oppression and resisting 

all forms of evil; 

● We work to restore the sacred bond between nature and humanity, protecting and celebrating 

God’s glorious creation, this fragile earth, our island home; 

● We are a parish community bound together in love and united by the Holy Spirit. 

 

THIS WE AFFIRM  
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Resolution #6 of the 2020 Diocesan Convention of the   

Diocese of California 
 

RECOGNITION AND CELEBRATION OF JUNETEENTH 

AS A DIOCESAN FEAST DAY AND HOLIDAY   
 

ADOPTED BY CONVENTION OCTOBER 17th, 2020 

Accepted by the Committee on Resolutions August 11th, 2020 

Updated by the Secretary of the Convention August 27th, 2020 

Resolved, That the 171st Convention of the Diocese of California recognizes the historic 

significance of the Emancipation Proclamation, which, though signed by President 

Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863, did not reach Texas until June 19, 1865, leaving 

slavery in existence there for more than two years longer than sanctioned by the United 

States;  

 

Resolved, That this Convention directs the Liturgical Commission to act in conjunction 

with the Afro-Anglican Commission and the Northern California/Vivian Traylor Chapter 

of the Union of Black Episcopalians (UBE) in creating and implementing a Juneteenth 

liturgy and series of Juneteenth celebratory events beginning June 19, 2021; 

 

Resolved, That this Convention urges the Bishop to establish a diocesan local observance 

(Feast Day) and holiday for Juneteenth commencing June 19, 2021; 

 

Resolved, That this Convention urges the Bishop, working with our Deputation at the 

80th General Convention, and acting through resolution or other appropriate means, to 

work toward the inclusion of the Juneteenth Feast Day in Lesser Feasts and Fasts; and 

 

Resolved, That this Convention advocates making Juneteenth a recognized holiday in the 

State of California and directs its Secretary to forward this resolution to the Governor and 

each legislator representing the geographic area of the Diocese of California. 
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THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

PRESIDED BY THE REV. DR. RICHARD SMITH 

 

Please maintain a prayerful atmosphere before the service. 
 

When the bell rings, please stand as you are able. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  
  

 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 

 

 
 

Presider and people together 

Holy and righteous God, you created us in your image. Grant us grace to contend 

fearlessly against evil and to make no peace with oppression.  Help us, like those 

of generations before us, resist the evil of slavery and human bondage in any 

form and any manner of oppression. Help us to use our freedoms to bring justice 

among people and nations everywhere, to the glory of your Holy name through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 
Deacon at the altar Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

All Almighty God, Source of all that is, 

Giver of every good gift: 

You create all people in your image 

and call us to love one another as you love us. 

We confess that we have failed to honor you 

in the great diversity of the human family. 

We have desired to live in freedom, 

while building walls between ourselves and others. 

We have longed to be known and accepted for who we are, 

while making judgements of others based on the color of skin,  

or the shape of features, or the varieties of human experience. 

We have tried to love our neighbors individually, 

while yet benefitting from systems that hold 

those same neighbors in oppression. 

Forgive us, Holy God. 

Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people. 

Strengthen us for the work of reconciliation rooted in love. 

Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, 

united in our diversity, 

even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, 

Holy and undivided Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Presider Let us pray. 

Almighty and most loving God, through your Son Jesus, who came among us 

as a slave choosing rather to serve his disciples than to be served by them; help 

us in our weakness not to seek to oppress others, nor to make peace with any 

form of exploitation, but in all things earnestly and of our own free will to seek 

to serve each other following Christ’s good example, this we ask in the name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO    HYMNAL S-278 

    

  
   

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and most loving God, through your Son Jesus, who came among us as a 

slave choosing rather to serve his disciples than to be served by them; help us in our 

weakness not to seek to oppress others, nor to make peace with any form of 

exploitation, but in all things earnestly and of our own free will to seek to serve each 

other following Christ’s good example, this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

THE FIRST LESSON AMOS 5:18—24 

Read by Bonita Palmer 

 

            A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Amos. 

 

Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 

    Why do you want the day of the Lord? 

It is darkness, not light; 

     as if someone fled from a lion, 

    and was met by a bear; 

or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 

    and was bitten by a snake. 

Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 

    and gloom with no brightness in it? 

I hate, I despise your festivals, 

    and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

    I will not accept them; 

and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

    I will not look upon. 

Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

    I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

 But let justice roll down like waters, 

    and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM APPOINTED Super flumina     PSALM 137 
  

 Lead by the Deacon at the altar and read responsively. 

    

1  By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, * 

          when we remembered you, O Zion. 

 

2  As for our harps, we hung them up * 

          on the trees in the midst of that land. 
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3  For those who led us away captive asked us for a song, 

          and our oppressors called for mirth: * 

          "Sing us one of the songs of Zion." 
 

4  How shall we sing the Lord's song * 

          upon an alien soil. 
 

5  If I forget you, O Jerusalem, * 

          let my right hand forget its skill. 
 

6  Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth 

          if I do not remember you, * 

          if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy.’ 

 

7  Remember the day of Jerusalem, O Lord, 

          against the people of Edom, * 

          who said, "Down with it! down with it! 

          even to the ground!" 
 

8  O Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction, * 

          happy the one who pays you back 

          for what you have done to us! 

 

9  Happy shall he be who takes your little ones, * 

          and dashes them against the rock! 
 

THE EPISTLE       GALATIANS 3:23—29 

Read by Dawn Oberg 
 

A Reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Galatians.  
 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith 

would be revealed.  Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that 

we might be justified by faith.  But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject 

to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.  As 

many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There 

is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 

female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  And if you belong to Christ, then you are 

Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

Thanks be to God. 
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All stand for the Gospel procession 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 

 

 

 Verse   Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people  

        and enlighten them with the fire of your love. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                  LUKE 4:14—21  

Proclaimed by the Zoom Deacon, The Rev. Jacqueline Cherry 

 

        The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
        Glory to You, Lord Christ. 
 

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 

him spread through all the surrounding country.  He began to teach in their 

synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 

synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll 

of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 

where it was written: 

 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

    because he has anointed me 

        to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

    and recovery of sight to the blind, 

        to let the oppressed go free, 

 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 



 
10 

 

 
 

 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of 

all in the synagogue were fixed on him.  Then he began to say to them, “Today this 

scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.          

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON   The Rev. Dr. Lisa Fortuna 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

 

All stand as they are able to say together, 

THE NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

          maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made truly human. 

 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

             in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

       and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father. 

    Who with the Father and Son is worshiped and glorified. 

    Who has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
                        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Deacon at the Altar As we enter this Juneteenth holiday celebration, we offer prayers for 

ourselves and the world.  
 

Intercessor, Susan Hansen 

 That those entrusted with authority in our nation may support the changes 

needed in order to exercise leadership and promote healing it in an authentic, 

responsible, and peaceful manner, we pray . . . 

People   May we accept the call to be bearers of peace. 

 

That the fullness of justice and compassion may be extended to the victims and 

families who have been subjected to violence, abuse, discrimination, murder, or 

the threat of, we pray . . . 

May we accept the call to be bearers of peace. 

 

That our communities and our schools may find ways to actively participate in 

efforts to eliminate violence, especially violence against black and brown 

people, so that this country may take the lead in fostering conditions for healing 

racial division, we pray… 

 May we accept the call to be bearers of peace. 

 

That all who gather this week to remember Juneteenth be able to freely, 

peaceably, and in celebration with us, remember together, we pray . . . 

May we accept the call to be bearers of peace. 

 

That we be courageous in living out the Gospel, we pray . . . 

May we accept the call to be bearers of peace. 

 

The Presider adds a concluding Collect 

 

THE PEACE 

 
Presider The peace of Christ be always with you.  

People And also with you. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 



 
13 

 

 
LITURGY OF THE TABLE 

 

THE RITE OF HAND WASHING   
 

‘For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.’   

             ~ John 13:15 
 

During the Offertory Hymn, and before preparing the altar,  

the three sacred ministers will assist one another with hand washing. 

After the hands are cleansed, the table is set, and the altar and people are blessed with incense. 

 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN         
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 

 
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living 

and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and 

source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created 

them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before 

you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you 

unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we 

acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing: 

SANCTUS 
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We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your 

wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our 

care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your 

creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the 

power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might 

find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the 

prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.  

 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only 

Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as 

one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to 

prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to 

death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 
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And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, 

he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in 

the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having 

loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them 

he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 

for the remembrance of me." 
 

Celebrant and People 

We praise you, we bless you, 

we give thanks to you, 

and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon 

us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your 

holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son 

Jesus Christ. 
 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a 

living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. Remember, Lord, your one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, 

guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with 

patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, with St. John the Evangelist, all the saints 

who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and 

give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, 

Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Presider As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

 

All  Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 
  

  The Presider breaks the bread 
 

Preside  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.   

All  Therefore, let us keep the feast.   
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AGNUS DEI

 

 
 

The Presider invites the people to Communion saying: 
 

Presider These are the gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in  

 remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,  

 with thanksgiving. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

AT THE DIRECTION OF THE USHERS,  

INDIVIDUALS AND HOUSEHOLD GROUPS MAY PROCEED TO THE FOUNTAIN 

FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF THE SACRED MINISTERS, 

COMMUNICANTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO WASH THEIR HANDS BEFORE APPROACHING THE ALTAR 
 

BREAD AND WINE ARE TO BE CONSUMED ONLY AT THE SIDE TABLE 
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AFTER RECEIVING THE BREAD, YOU MAY TAKE A GLASS OF WINE FROM THE  

TRAY HELD BY THE DEACON.  

PLEASE MOVE TO THE SIDE TABLE TO CONSUME THE SACRAMENT AND RETURN YOUR GLASS 

GLUTEN-FREE BREAD IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 
 

For the security of your belongings, please bring them up with you as you receive communion 

 

SENDING FORTH OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

Creator God, may we who have been strengthened by this sacrament,  

strengthen those in weakness.  We who have been fed, feed those in hunger. 

We who have been welcomed, welcome others. We who have been seen and 

known, see and know the needs of others. Give us your grace to respond 

always in loving service, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

THE BLESSING 
 

   And now, may God bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, exploitation of 

people, so that we may continue to work for justice, freedom and peace. Amen. 

 

 May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, 

starvation and war, so that we may reach out our hand to comfort them and to 

turn their pain into joy. Amen. 

 

 May God bless us with enough foolishness to believe that we can make a 

difference in this work, so that we can do what others claim cannot be done. 

Amen. 

 

 And the Blessing of God Almighty, the One who creates, Redeems and 

Sanctifies, be upon you and all you love, this day, and forever more. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN  

 
 

 

Zoom Deacon 

THE DISMISSAL  

 
           Go forth into the world in peace. 

Be of good courage. 

Hold fast that which is good. 

Render to no one evil for evil. 

Strengthen the fainthearted. 

Support the weak. 

Help the afflicted. 

Show love to everyone. 

Love and serve the Lord, 

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

SERVING TODAY AT ST. JOHN’S IN THE MISSION 
 

The Rev. Dr. Richard Smith (Presider), The Rev. Jacqueline Cherry (Deacon) The Rev. Dr. 

Lisa Fortuna (Homilist), Birgit Eschmann (Lay Assistant/Crucifer), Michael Mallory 

(Thurifer), Bonita Palmer & Dawn Oberg (Lectors), Susan Hansen (Intercessor), Lydia 

Bransten (Greeter), John Brett (Usher), Niko Yamamoto (Sound/Tech) 


