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WELCOME to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist 
 

We are glad you're here! Whether this is your first time worshiping with us or you have been 

a member for many years, you are invited to participate as fully as you are comfortable. 
 

The Diocesan COVID-19 guidelines now allow for inside worship, although masks still need 

to be worn and a distance of six feet must be maintained from those of other households. 

Please refrain from physical contact - hugging or handshaking - even if fully vaccinated. 

Abiding by these guidelines help protect the vulnerable among us. 
 

Our worship today includes the sacrament of Holy Communion. All who desire to be in 

communion as the Body of Christ are invited to partake.  Guided by ushers, we form a single 

line to receive the bread, or a blessing; individual glasses of wine are also be available.  

We ask that you please take the bread and wine to the side table to consume. 
 

At St. John’s, we strive to be a welcoming community where strangers easily become friends  

and where God is worshiped with reverence and joy. 

 

 
 

AN AFFIRMATION OF VALUES 
 

We are a dynamic parish of diverse people with open hearts and inquiring minds; 

at St. John’s, lives are transformed by encountering the love of God in community. 
 

● We are radically welcoming, a sanctuary to all who enter this space; 

● We seek and serve Christ in all persons, believing that God dwells in each of us; 

● We respect the dignity of all people; 

● We protect the vulnerable among us – especially our children and elders, the sick, friendless, 

persecuted, and refugees and immigrants; 

● We promote justice and peace in our neighborhood and in the global community; 

● We faithfully follow in the footsteps of Jesus, making no peace with oppression and resisting 

all forms of evil; 

● We work to restore the sacred bond between nature and humanity, protecting and celebrating 

God’s glorious creation, this fragile earth, our island home; 

● We are a parish community bound together in love and united by the Holy Spirit. 

 

THIS WE AFFIRM  
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THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Please maintain a prayerful atmosphere before the service. 

When the bell rings, please stand as you are able. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN All creatures of our God and King HYMNAL 400 
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO     
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of this 

world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may, for love of you, delight in your whole 

creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.    Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                                           JOB 39:1-18 
 

A reading from the book of Job. 
 

"Do you know when the mountain goats give 

birth? Do you observe the calving of the deer? 

Can you number the months that they fulfil, 

and do you know the time when they give 

birth, when they crouch to give birth to their 

offspring, and are delivered of their young? 

Their young ones become strong, they grow up 

in the open; they go forth, and do not return to 

them. 
 

"Who has let the wild ass go free? 

 Who has loosed the bonds of the swift ass, 

to which I have given the steppe for its home, 

the salt land for its dwelling-place? 

It scorns the tumult of the city; 

it does not hear the shouts of the driver. 

It ranges the mountains as its pasture, 

and it searches after every green thing. 

"Is the wild ox willing to serve you? 

Will it spend the night at your crib? 

Can you tie it in the furrow with ropes, 

or will it harrow the valleys after you? 

Will you depend on it because its strength is 

great, and will you hand over your labour to 

it? Do you have faith in it that it will return, 

and bring your grain to your threshing-floor? 

"The ostrich’s wings flap wildly, 

though its pinions lack plumage. 

For it leaves its eggs to the earth, 

and lets them be warmed on the ground, 

forgetting that a foot may crush them, 

and that a wild animal may trample them. 

It deals cruelly with its young, as if they were 

not its own;  though its labour should be in 

vain, yet it has no fear; because God has made 

it forget wisdom, and given it no share in 

understanding. When it spreads its plumes 

aloft, it laughs at the horse and its rider." 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALM APPOINTED        Levavi oculos       PSALM 121 

 

 
 

All are invited to join the choir in reciting the psalm, alternating low and high voices 

1 I lift up my | eyes ● to the | hills; * 

from | where ● is my | help to | come? 

2 My help comes | from the | Lord, * 

the | maker ● of | heaven ● and | earth. 

3 He will not let your | foot be | moved * 

and he who watches over you | will not | fall a | sleep. 

4 Behold, he who keeps watch | over | Israel * 

shall | neither | slumber ● nor | sleep; 

5 The Lord himself watches | over | you; * 

the Lord is your | shade at | your right | hand, 

6 So that the sun shall not | strike ● you by | day, * 

------ | nor the | moon by | night. 

7 The Lord shall preserve you | from all | evil; * 

it is he | who shall | keep you | safe. 

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your | coming | in, * 

from this time | forth for | ever | more. 

THE EPISTLE  Sermon to the Birds     ST. FRANCIS  
 

A Reading from Saint Francis to the birds: 
 

My little sisters the birds, ye owe much to God, your Creator, and ye ought to sing his praise at 

all times and in all places, because he has given you liberty to fly about into all places; and 

though ye neither spin nor sew, he has given you a twofold and a threefold clothing for 

yourselves and for your offspring. Two of all your species he sent into the Ark with Noe that you 

might not be lost to the world; besides which, he feeds you, though ye neither sow nor reap. He 

has given you fountains and rivers to quench your thirst, mountains and valleys in which to take 
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refuge, and trees in which to build your nests; so that your Creator loves you much, having thus 

favoured you with such bounties. Beware, my little sisters, of the sin of ingratitude, and study 

always to give praise to God.” 
 

Here ends the reading. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           All stand for the Gospel procession. 

 

 
 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN I come to the garden alone                 LEV 69 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                          MATTHEW 11:25-30 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. † 

Glory to You, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 

from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your 

gracious will.  

All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, 

and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.          

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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THE SERMON        The Rev. Kevin Neil 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

All stand as they are able to say together, 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

          maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made truly human. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

             in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

       and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father. 

    Who with the Father and Son is worshiped and glorified. 

    Who has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
                        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

For the artistry of spinning spiders, the industry of ants, for all alert animals of field and forest,  

for squirrels that gather, chipmunks that chatter, and for mice that burrow. 

We give you thanks, O God.  

 

For the splendor of the great deep and sparkling streams, for water bugs and dolphins,  

for all fish and all sea-life, and for the sheer size of whales. 

We give you thanks, O God.  

 

For all things that fly and have taught us to reach upward, for pelicans and parakeets, barn owls and 

peacocks, for eagles that soar, and for birds that nest in eaves and attics, reminding us that we are not 

alone.  

We give you thanks, O God.  

 

For beasts that lumber, for elephants and hippos, grizzly bears and tortoises,  

porcupines and three-toed sloths, and for all creatures that remind us not to hurry.  

We give you thanks, O God.  

 

For graceful beasts, for the great cats, for gazelle, for giraffe, and for flamingos, fox, and fawns.  

We give you thanks, O God.  

 

For the animals that work for human good, for horses, oxen, mules, and beasts of burden,  

for dogs who lead the blind and track the lost.  

We give you thanks, O God.  

 

For the animals that share our homes, for faithful dogs and purring cats, and all creatures that teach 

us to love without judgement, for hamsters, birds, assorted reptiles, and rabbits.  

We give you thanks, O God.  

 

Give us grace to learn from the animal kingdom that you created all things, that we might work 

together for a truly common good.  

Hear us, O God.  

 

Deliver us from the presumption that we are creation’s central act, remind us who are redeemed by a 

cross, that these your animals are redeemed by an Ark of your grace.  

Hear us, O God.  

 

 

Make of us proper stewards of all creation, that caring for your creatures and for their homes,  

we may come at last to that Peaceable Kingdom where lion and lamb lie down together.  

Hear us, O God.  

 

Presider O God, creator of all things, we remember before you today your servant Francis,  

who preached to birds and gave his cloak to a beggar. Give us the grace of Francis,  
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that we may be instruments of your peace. Give us generous spirits, that we,  

with reckless and joyful abandon, may sow your truth throughout the world.  

Give us the mind of Christ, that we may accept all who call upon your name,  

that birds and beggars and all creation may be drawn into that kingdom,  

which lives forever in your presence through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Deacon  Let us confess our sins against God, our neighbor, and all creation.  

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone. 

You gave us dominion over this fragile earth, our island home; 

We turned away from our responsibility,  

and broke the sacred bond between nature and humanity.  

Forgive us our selfish neglect of creation; 

Forgive us our cruel treatment of the animal kingdom.  

Help us, O God, to follow the way of Jesus and Francis,  

who expressed power in humility and loving service,  

and making peace with all of your creatures. Amen. 

 

Presider May the God of everlasting love, who is eternally forgiving, pardon your sins and 

restore you in all goodness through our savior Jesus Christ; and may the power of the 

Holy Spirit unite us in the glory of God’s new creation. Amen.  

THE PEACE 
 

Presider          The peace of Christ be always with you.  

People             And also with you. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
 

For the offering, please donate online by scanning the QR code above, 

or by going to https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/saintjohnsf 

 

 

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/saintjohnsf
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THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
 

Presider Almighty and everlasting God, Creator of all things and giver of all life, let your 

blessing be upon all these animals. May our relationships with them mirror 

your love, and our care for them be an example of your bountiful mercy. Grant 

the animals health and peace. Strengthen us to love and care for them as we 

strive to imitate the love of Jesus Christ our Lord and God’s servant Francis. 

Amen. 

 

The presider blesses the animals in front of the church. 

 

Presider  You were created by God, and you are loved by God. May you and your 

 human family experience joy and companionship together, and continue to 

 be a blessing to each other. 

 

 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 

THE RITE OF HAND WASHING   
 

During the Offertory Hymn, and before preparing the altar,  

the three sacred ministers will assist one another with hand washing. 
 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN Most High, omnipotent, good Lord                        HYMNAL 406 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, 

the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 

 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 

reason, and skill. You made us the stewards of creation. But we turned against you, and 

betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 

righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 

your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. 

By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and  

martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 

with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 
    

  

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and 

the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body 

and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to 

his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 

Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

 

Lord God of our ancestors: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; of Sarah, Rebekah, and Rachel; 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world 

about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for 

strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make 

us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation 

to generation.  AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 
  

 
 

The Presider breaks the bread 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
17 

 

 

AGNUS DEI  
   

 
 

The Presider invites the people to Communion saying: 

Presider These are the gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

At the direction of the ushers, individuals and household groups may proceed to the altar. Bread and wine are 

to be consumed only at the side table. After receiving the bread, you may take a glass of wine from the tray 

held by the Deacon. Please move to the side table to consume the sacrament and return your glass.  For the security 

of your belongings, please bring them up with you as you receive communion. 
 

GLUTEN-FREE BREAD IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   
 

Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to 

come spiritually into my heart. I ask you to feed me with the manna of your Holy Spirit and 

nourish me with your Holy presence. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Christ Jesus, 

and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in 

the life to come. Amen.  
 

 

COMMUNION ANTHEM         The Lord’s Prayer (Russian Chant) 
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COMMUNION HYMN        Lord, make us servants of your peace      HYMNAL 593 
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SENDING FORTH OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

People             Creator God, may we who have been strengthened by this sacrament, 

strengthen those in weakness.   

 We who have been fed, feed those in hunger.  

 We who have been welcomed, welcome others.  

 We who have been seen and known, see and know the needs of others.  

Give us your grace to respond always in loving service,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord show his face to you and have  

compassion on you! May God turn his face to you and give you peace! And the blessing  

of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you now and always. Amen. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN God, who stretched the spangled heavens    HYMNAL 580 

 

THE DISMISSAL  

 
Deacon May God’s love be in our hearts.  May God’s word be on our lips.  

May God’s comfort be in our touch. May God’s mercy guide our feet  

as we go forth into the world in peace.   

All  Thanks be to God. 
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THE DIVINE DISPATCH 
To announce an upcoming event in the Divine Dispatch, please send your edited text by noon Wednesday to 

parishadmin@saintjohnsf.org, or call the parish office at 415-861-1436. 

 

A Note from the Vicar 
 

Dear all, it is such a treat to gather in community with you and to worship God together. Please, if 

you would like to meet for coffee, or via Zoom, or know of someone who might appreciate a call 

please email me at kevin@saintjohnsf.org. And if you are a newcomer and would like to be more 

involved, get in touch with me or Michael, our parish administrator.  

 

‘New Beginnings’ Pledge Season Starts Next Sunday! 

Sarah Lawton and Liz Specht have been working diligently to prepare this year’s pledge campaign, 

titled ‘New Beginnings.’ Our kick-off will be next Sunday, October 10th. We will be recommencing 

coffee hour, having special snacks and music, and rejoicing in the abundance of gifts God has given 

us in our lives. 

 

Parish Retreat November 12 - 14 at Bishop’s Ranch 

Please join us for the annual St. John's Parish Retreat at the beautiful Bishop's Ranch in Healdsburg 

(www.bishopsranch.org) on November 12-14, 2021, starting with a potluck dinner Friday night and 

ending Sunday afternoon. Thanks to the generosity of the Ranch team, the cost per person for the 

weekend is only $200 and includes accommodation and wonderful meals. There is some financial 

support available for anyone who would like to partake but cannot afford this amount. To that end, 

anyone who is able to contribute MORE than $200 is cordially invited to do so! Please contact Birgit or 

Diana in case of questions, and send an email to rota@saintjohnsf.org to confirm your participation by 

October 17 the latest. 

 

Saint John’s Book Club 

Our next meeting will be by Zoom on Monday, October 11, at 7:30. The book we've chosen is Where 

the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens.  Reviews call it "fierce and hauntingly beautiful," with "gorgeous, 

lyrical prose,” “gripping," "revealing savage truths." We hope you'll read it and join us in October for 

an enjoyable evening together and a thoughtful discussion of the novel. 

 
 

 

 

Volunteer to write a reflection for our newsletter! 
 

We are asking folks in the community to sign up for a week (or 2, or 10!) to write a little reflection for 

our newsletter. This can be theological, historical, or personal. Reflections should be about 250 words 

or so. If you are interested in signing up, please email Michael at parishadmin@saintjohnsf.org.  

 
 

Flower Guild 
 

The Flower Guild needs  new members.  Please speak with Delores Mays for more info. 

 
 

Space Use 

We have a beautiful space to offer, so if you or someone you know needs to use or rent space at Saint 

John’s, please have them contact Michael Mallory, our Parish Administrator.   

 

mailto:kevin@saintjohnsf.org
http://www.bishopsranch.org/
mailto:parishadmin@saintjohnsf.org
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

DIVERSE PEOPLE, INQUIRING MINDS, OPEN HEARTS 

 

Clergy 

The Rev. Kevin Neil, Vicar • kevin@saintjohnsf.org 

Office Hours Monday thru Thursday, 10a to 4p, and by appointment 

 

The Rev. Jac Cherry, Deacon • jaccherry@yahoo.com 

The Rev. Dr. Richard Smith, Associate Priest • fr.richard2018@gmail.com 

The Rev. Dr. John Eastwood, Rector Emeritus, Assisting Priest  

The Rev. Robert Warren Cromey, Assisting Priest   

The Rev. Dr. Lisa Fortuna, Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Canon David Forbes, Assisting Priest 
 

 

Staff 

Daniel M Gonzalez, Music Director • music@saintjohnsf.org 

John Brett, Neighborhood Connector • john@saintjohnsf.org 

Michael Mallory, Parish Administrator • parishadmin@saintjohnsf.org 

 
 

Bishop's Committee & Officers 

Monthly meeting on the second Sunday of the month, 12:30 pm. All are welcome to attend. 

Claudia Viek, Sr. Warden • claudiapviek@gmail.com 

Nathan Hobbs, Jr. Warden • nathan_hobbs@yahoo.com 

Ricky Abisla 

Heather Hadlock 

Tom Newton 

Marcus Oliphant 

Elizabeth Orbison 

Michelle Porche 

Michael Reardon 
 

Treasurer 

Rebecca Gordon, Treasurer • rgordon@usfca.edu 
 

Deanery Delegates 

Birgit Eschmann & Sarah Lawton 

Hannah van Aelstyn & Bonita Ann Palmer (alternates) 
 

Weekly at St. John's 

Holy Eucharist • Sunday 10:15 am 

Gubbio Project • Monday – Friday 7:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Julian Pantry • Saturday 9:00 – 11:00 am 
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