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WELCOME to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist
We are glad you're here! Whether this is your first time worshiping with us or you have been
a member for many years, you are invited to participate as fully as you are comfortable.
The Diocesan COVID-19 guidelines now allow for inside worship, although masks still need
to be worn and a distance of six feet must be maintained from those of other households.
Please refrain from physical contact - hugging or handshaking - even if fully vaccinated.
Abiding by these guidelines help protect the vulnerable among us.
Our worship today includes the sacrament of Holy Communion. All who desire to be in
communion as the Body of Christ are invited to partake. Guided by ushers, we form a single
line to receive the bread, or a blessing; individual glasses of wine are also be available.
We ask that you please take the bread and wine to the side table to consume.
At St. John’s, we strive to be a welcoming community where strangers easily become friends
and where God is worshiped with reverence and joy.

AN AFFIRMATION OF VALUES
We are a dynamic parish of diverse people with open hearts and inquiring minds;
at St. John’s, lives are transformed by encountering the love of God in community.
●
●
●
●

We are radically welcoming, a sanctuary to all who enter this space;
We seek and serve Christ in all persons, believing that God dwells in each of us;
We respect the dignity of all people;
We protect the vulnerable among us – especially our children and elders, the sick, friendless,
persecuted, and refugees and immigrants;

● We promote justice and peace in our neighborhood and in the global community;
● We faithfully follow in the footsteps of Jesus, making no peace with oppression and resisting
all forms of evil;

● We work to restore the sacred bond between nature and humanity, protecting and celebrating
God’s glorious creation, this fragile earth, our island home;

● We are a parish community bound together in love and united by the Holy Spirit.

THIS WE AFFIRM
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THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Please maintain a prayerful atmosphere before the service.
When the bell rings, please stand as you are able.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
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HYMNAL 410

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the
King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved
by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE FIRST LESSON

2 SAMUEL 23:1-7

A reading from the prophet Samuel.

These are the last words of David:
The oracle of David, son of Jesse, the oracle of the man whom God exalted, the anointed of
the God of Jacob, the favorite of the Strong One of Israel:
The spirit of the Lord speaks through me, his word is upon my tongue. The God of Israel has
spoken, the Rock of Israel has said to me:
One who rules over people justly, ruling in the fear of God, is like the light of morning, like
the sun rising on a cloudless morning, gleaming from the rain on the grassy land.
Is not my house like this with God? For he has made with me an everlasting covenant,
ordered in all things and secure. Will he not cause to prosper all my help and my desire? But
the godless are all like thorns that are thrown away; for they cannot be picked up with the
hand; to touch them one uses an iron bar or the shaft of a spear. And they are entirely
consumed in fire on the spot.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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THE PSALM

Memento, Domine

1 Lord, re | member | David, *
and all the | hardships | he en | dured;
2 How he swore an | oath ● to the | Lord *
and vowed a vow to the | Mighty | One of | Jacob:
3 "I will not come under the | roof ● of my | house," *
nor | climb up | into ● my | bed;
4 I will not allow my | eyes to | sleep, *
nor | let my | eyelids | slumber;
5 Until I find a | place ● for the | Lord, *
a dwelling for the | Mighty | One of | Jacob."
6 "The ark! We heard it | was in | Ephratah; *
we found it | in the | fields of | Jearim.
7 Let us go to God's | dwelling | place; *
let us fall upon our | knees be | fore his | footstool."
8 Arise, O Lord, into your | resting | place, *
you and the | ärk | of your | strength.
9 Let your priests be | clothed with | righteousness; *
let your faithful | people | sing with | joy.
10 For your servant | David's | sake, *
do not turn away the | face of | your A | nointed.
11 The Lord has sworn an | oath to | David; *
in | truth, he | will not | break it:
12 "A son, the | fruit ● of your | body *
will I | set up | on your | throne.
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PSALM 132

13 If your children | keep my | covenant
and my testimonies | thät | I shall | teach them, *
their | children ● will | sit →
upon your | throne for | ever | more."

THE EPISTLE

REVELATION 1:4B-8

A Reading from the book of Revelation.

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead,
and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood,
and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his
account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

All stand for the Gospel procession.

7

SEQUENCE HYMN

We will extol you, ever blessed Lord
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HYMNAL 404

THE HOLY GOSPEL

JOHN 18:33-37

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. †
Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the
Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate
replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me.
What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were
from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You
say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Rev. Kevin Neil

OUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD
All stand as they are able to say together,

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made truly human.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
Who with the Father and Son is worshiped and glorified.
Who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Deacon

In the growing darkness, we prepare for Christ’s first coming. Let us therefore pray for
the healing of our world, saying, Christ come, Hear us when we cry for you.

Leader

Help us, your church, break free of religious hypocrisy; help us to encourage one
another to love and good works. We pray for the Church.
The people pray aloud or in silence
Christ come,
Hear us when we cry for you.
You caused a righteous branch to spring up from David: guide the leaders of the world
to work for justice, peace, and always for the common good. We pray for world
leaders.
The people pray aloud or in silence
Christ come,
Hear us when we cry for you.
Teach us to care for the poor and needy, the orphans and widows, for you bring justice
to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. We pray for the poor.
The people pray aloud or in silence
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Christ come,
Hear us when we cry for you.
We have ignored the interdependence of all living things; we have plundered our
beautiful planet. Through God’s grace we may hear its cry of the damage done. We
pray for the earth.
The people pray aloud or in silence
Christ come,
Hear us when we cry for you.
Take away the weight of illness, both in body and in mind; unbind us and set us free.
We pray for the sick, especially:
Andy (Frost), Bonita (Palmer), Barbara (Brandon), Ricky (Abisla), Dietrich-Kazian
Family, Richard (Stillwell), Susan (Palmer Love), Sr. Maggie (Smith), Sr. Pamela,
Steve (Walker), Bev (Wells), Ellen (Eatough), Michael (Locicero), Liselotte & Tom
(Tiemensma/Newton), Margaret (Trezevant), John (Pavlovitz+), Carol, Beth
(Freeman), Felix (Freeman-Cherry), Carol (Harper), Ed (Specht), Gladys (Mejia), Luis
Alonso (Padilla), Miguel (Bustos), Vernon (Lee), Heide (Cisnerose), Tim (Nichols),
Karen (Wheeler), Mary (Ayers), Marina (Perez Wong), Donald (Alvarez), David
(Forbes), Lindsay (Neil), and for those we now name…
The people pray aloud or in silence
Christ come,
Hear us when we cry for you.
We remember those who have died, our friends and family who no longer sit at our
tables at this time, and all who have die of Covid-19. We pray for the dead, especially,
Rory (Maas), Alan (Fisher), Rainer (Campbell), Chris (Esch), Jeff (Motyll), William
(Stewart), Bonnie (Shackelford), and those we now name…
The people pray aloud or in silence
Christ come,
Hear us when we cry for you.
Presider

Root of Jesse, Branch of David, Scepter of the House of Israel, Lord Jesus Christ, you
stand as a sign among the peoples: You bring light to all who dwell in darkness. Hear
the prayers of your faithful people and keep us ever mindful of your goodness and
generous love. Amen.
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Deacon

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Presider

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

For the offering, please donate online by scanning the QR code above,
or by going to https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/sjedonate
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PLEDGE INGATHERING
The ushers bring the gathered pledges up to the altar

Presider

O God, in whose every creation we discover a gift freely given: help us to

understand that all we have comes from the outpouring of your generosity. Inspire in our hearts a
deep sense of gratitude, and move us to share what we have received with the same immensity of
spirit in which it was given.
Lead us, we pray, to give as we have received -- abundantly, generously, and joyfully -- that our
common ministry may continue to bear witness to your unfailing grace.
Accept and bless these pledges offered for the mission and ministry of St. John’s. Give us courage,
insight, and grace to use these gifts to nourish your people and to live out the reconciling work of
God in Christ. Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE
THE RITE OF HAND WASHING
During the Offertory Hymn, and before preparing the altar,
the three sacred ministers will assist one another with hand washing.

OFFERTORY HYMN

Let all mortal flesh keep silence

14

HYMNAL 324

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS

We

give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O God,
We remember his death;
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from
your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin
Mary, St. John the Evangelist, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and
the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

The Presider breaks the bread
Celebrant

People

17

AGNUS DEI

The Presider invites the people to Communion saying:
Presider

These are the gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
At the direction of the ushers, individuals and household groups may proceed to the altar. Bread and wine are
to be consumed only at the side table. After receiving the bread, you may take a glass of wine from the tray
held by the Deacon. Please move to the side table to consume the sacrament and return your glass. For the security
of your belongings, please bring them up with you as you receive communion.

GLUTEN-FREE BREAD IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to
come spiritually into my heart. I ask you to feed me with the manna of your Holy Spirit and
nourish me with your Holy presence. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Christ Jesus,
and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in
the life to come. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTHEM

Now the green blade rises
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BULLARD

COMMUNION HYMN

At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow

HYMNAL 435

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider

Let us pray.

Creator God, may we who have been strengthened by this sacrament, strengthen those in
weakness. We who have been fed, feed those in hunger. We who have been welcomed,
welcome others. We who have been seen and known, see and know the needs of others.
Give us your grace to respond always in loving service, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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THE BLESSING
May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds full of
hope and joy; And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN

O God, our help in ages past

THE DISMISSAL
Deacon

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

All

Thanks be to God.
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HYMNAL 680

THE DIVINE DISPATCH
To announce an upcoming event in the Divine Dispatch, please send your edited text by noon Wednesday to
parishadmin@saintjohnsf.org, or call the parish office at 415-861-1436.
A Note from the Vicar
Dear all, it is such a treat to gather in community with you and to worship God together. Please, if
you would like to meet for coffee, or via Zoom, or know of someone who might appreciate a call
please email me at kevin@saintjohnsf.org. And if you are a newcomer and would like to be more
involved, get in touch with me or Michael, our parish administrator.
The AIDS Quilt is Coming to St. John’s! And we are having a Revival Dance to Celebrate!
With an abundance of thanks to Gregg Cassin with Shanti, the AIDS Memorial Quilt will be installed
at St. John’s beginning Monday the 22nd. On Wednesday, December 1st from 5-9pm St. John’s will
be hosting a Shanti Revival Dance, and will be unfurling quilts on the ground to pray over,
contemplate, and celebrate. There will be food, community, dancing, and lots of fun. All are welcome!
December is a BUSY MONTH!
Please keep your Saturdays in December open! December 4th at 3pm is Miguel Bustos’ diaconate
ordination at Grace Cathedral. December 11th at 2:30pm is Lessons and Carols at St. John’s.
December 18th at 4pm is Kevin’s ordination to the priesthood.
Advent Gift Bags
We will assemble gift bags for the homeless in early December. Stay tuned for a date, and let Timm
Dobbins know if you'd like to contribute funds for supplies.
Flower Guild
The Flower Guild needs new members. Please speak with Delores Mays for more info.
Weekly Meditation Group
Dear all, please join Rev. Kevin and folks from the Gubbio project for a weekly meditation group,
beginning on Wednesdays at 12:30 in the Mary Chapel. We will meditate for 20 minutes, beginning
and ending with reflection and prayer. The meditation group will last about 45 minutes.
Rev. Kevin’s ordination to the priesthood is coming up!
Our Vicar, Rev. Kevin will be ordained by Bishop Marc to the priesthood on Saturday, December 18th
at 4pm at St. John’s. All are invited to attend! We will be having a celebration in the garden
afterwards. Put it in your calendars!
Lessons and Carols
Our annual lessons and carols is coming up, mark your calendars for Saturday, December 11th at
2:30pm with reception to follow here at Saint John’s.
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
DIVERSE PEOPLE, INQUIRING MINDS, OPEN HEARTS
Clergy
The Rev. Kevin Neil, Vicar • kevin@saintjohnsf.org
Office Hours Monday thru Thursday, 10a to 4p, and by appointment
The Rev. Jac Cherry, Deacon • jaccherry@yahoo.com
The Rev. Dr. Richard Smith, Associate Priest • fr.richard2018@gmail.com
The Rev. Dr. John Eastwood, Rector Emeritus, Assisting Priest
The Rev. Robert Warren Cromey, Assisting Priest
The Rev. Dr. Lisa Fortuna, Assisting Priest
The Rev. Canon David Forbes, Assisting Priest
Staff
Daniel M Gonzalez, Music Director • music@saintjohnsf.org
Michael Mallory, Parish Administrator • parishadmin@saintjohnsf.org
Bishop's Committee & Officers
Monthly meeting on the second Sunday of the month, 12:30 pm. All are welcome to attend.

Claudia Viek, Sr. Warden • claudiapviek@gmail.com
Nathan Hobbs, Jr. Warden • nathan_hobbs@yahoo.com
Ricky Abisla
Heather Hadlock
Tom Newton
Marcus Oliphant
Elizabeth Orbison
Michelle Porche
Michael Reardon
Treasurer
Rebecca Gordon, Treasurer • rgordon@usfca.edu
Deanery Delegates
Birgit Eschmann & Sarah Lawton
Hannah van Aelstyn & Bonita Ann Palmer (alternates)
Weekly at St. John's
Holy Eucharist • Sunday 10:15 am
Gubbio Project • Monday – Friday 7:00 am – 2:00 pm
Julian Pantry • Saturday 9:00 – 11:00 am
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