THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
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Brief History of Epiphany
Epiphany goes by various titles: The Feast of the Epiphany, Theophany, or Three King’s Day. Epiphany
immediately follows the 12 days of Christmas and therefore falls on January 6 th. We celebrate it the following
Sunday. On Epiphany, the Christian Church commemorates the first manifestation of Jesus Christ to the
Gentiles, represented by the Magi in the gospel of Matthew, and the manifestation of his divinity as it occurred
at his baptism in the Jordan River and at his first miracle, at Cana in Galilee.
Epiphany predates Christmas as a major holiday in the Christian calendar. Indeed, originally Epiphany was a
celebration of the nativity of Jesus Christ. But in the 4 th century, as the celebration of Christmas spread,
Epiphany came to be defined by its present meaning.
As part of the liturgy of the Epiphany, it is traditional to proclaim the date of Easter and other moveable feast
days to the faithful – formally reminding the Church of the importance of Easter and the resurrection to both the
liturgical year and to the faith.
On Epiphany we write with chalk with 20+C+M+B+22 above our entrances. These letters stand for the names
traditionally given the wise men: Casper, Melchior and Balthazar, as well as the Latin phrase ‘Christus
mansionem benedicat’ or ‘Christ, bless this house.’
In nearly every part of the world, Christians celebrate Epiphany with a Kings Cake: a sweet cake that sometimes
contains an object like a figurine or a lone nut. In some locations lucky recipient of this prize either gets special
treatment for the day, or they must then hold a party at the close of the traditional Epiphany season on Feb. 2.
The gifts the wise men brought – frankincense, myrrh and gold – as gifts that point not only to Christ's divinity
and his revelation to the Magi as the King of Kings, but also to his crucifixion. In giving herbs traditionally used
for burial, these gifts, he said, bring a theological "shadow, a sense of anticipation of what is to come."
The season after Epiphany extends from January 6 th to Ash Wednesday, preceding Lent.

Covid Reminders for Services:
We are including some additional precautions to protect us from the Omicron variant of COVID. At Saint
John’s we’ve done great so far with being in-person. Here are a few things to keep in mind over the next few
weeks:
·
·
·
·

Masks are to be worn inside, no exceptions. Seating will be six feet separated pods of 4 chairs.
If possible, choose to attend services online. Please be in touch with Kevin, if you need of support.
Eucharist of one-kind, consumed at seats (so no clustering near people unmasking)
No social hour during January -- we can have facilitated convo with masks on afterwards.

Thank you for all you do to keep our community safe. After the New Year, things will hopefully be better.
We encourage you to get vaccinated if you haven't already, and to receive a booster shot if you're vaccinated.
If anyone in a leadership role during liturgy is going to unmask, they must arrive 30 minutes early to
receive a test confirming negative. We want to do everything that we can to keep one another safe!
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THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Please maintain a prayerful atmosphere before the service.
When the bell rings, please stand as you are able.

PRELUDE
PROCESSIONAL HYMN

All hail the power of Jesus’ name
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HYMNAL 450

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
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THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GLORIA

Gloria in excelsis
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HYMNAL S278

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Presider

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world:
Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine
with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and
obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE FIRST LESSON

ISAIAH 60:1-6

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,
and your land Married;
for the Lord delights in you,
and your land shall be married.
For as a young man marries a young woman,
so shall your builder marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
so shall your God rejoice over you.
Lector
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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THE PSALM APPOINTED

Dixit injustus

PSALM 36

5 Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, *
and your faithfulness to the clouds.
6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,
your justice like the great deep; *
you save both man and beast, O Lord.
7 How priceless is your love, O God! *
your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.
8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; *
you give them drink from the river of your delights.
9 For with you is the well of life, *
and in your light we see light.
10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, *
and your favor to those who are true of heart.

THE EPISTLE

1 CORINTHIANS 12:1-11

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.
You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could
not speak. Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever
says "Let Jesus be cursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit.
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To
one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of
knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of
healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another
the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation
of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one
individually just as the Spirit chooses.
Lector
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
cantor

VERSE

All stand for the Gospel procession.
congregation

Alleluia. Praise the Lord, all ye angels of his: praise him, all his host. Alleluia. O
be joyful in God, all ye lands: sing praise unto the honor of his Name. Alleluia.

THE HOLY GOSPEL
Deacon
People

JOHN 2:1-11

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. †
Glory to You, O Christ.

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the
mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine." And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what
concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come." His mother said to the servants,
"Do whatever he tells you." Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites
of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, "Fill the jars with
water." And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, "Now draw some out, and take
it to the chief steward." So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water
knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine
first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the
good wine until now." Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his
glory; and his disciples believed in him.
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Rev. Kevin Neil

9

OUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD
All stand as they are able to say together,

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
Who with the Father and Son is worshiped and glorified.
Who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Deacon

The kingdom of God has come near. Let us offer our prayers for the needs,
concerns, and hopes of all God’s people, saying, Come, let us adore him.

Intercessor

For your Holy Church, for bishops, priests, and deacons and all who
believe, may you grant us your peace and unite us in love as we rejoice
in the birth of your Son our Savior.

People

Christ Jesus, we greet you,
Come let us adore him.
For the leaders of our nation and all in authority, that they may serve your
purpose of reconciliation and compassion in the world.
Christ Jesus, we greet you,
Come let us adore him.

For this parish family and our neighborhood, that we may faithfully
announce the Good News by our lives, and draw others to Christ,
through deeds of love, and compassionate service.
Christ Jesus, we greet you,
Come let us adore him.
O God, we ask you to defend the needy, rescue the poor, and bring
freedom to those imprisoned. Comfort those who hunger and thirst, weep
and are alone, may the light of your bright star reveal the hope of your
incarnation.
Christ Jesus, we greet you,
Come let us adore him.
Let heaven and nature sing for the whole creation, may you grant us the
wisdom to make new all that we have broken on our planet.
Christ Jesus, we greet you,
Come let us adore him.
May your angels keep watch, O God, over those who are sick, particularly

those with the Coronavirus, protect the vulnerable, and strengthen all
healthcare workers. We pray especially for those we now name with our
voices or in our hearts…
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Andy (Frost), Bonita (Palmer), Barbara (Brandon), Ricky (Abisla), DietrichKazian Family, Richard (Stillwell), Susan (Palmer Love), Sr. Maggie (Smith),
Sr. Pamela, Steve (Walker), Bev (Wells), Ellen (Eatough), Michael (Locicero),
Margaret (Trezevant), Carol, Beth (Freeman), Felix (Freeman-Cherry), Carol
(Harper), Ed (Specht), Gladys (Mejia), Luis Alonso (Padilla), Vernon (Lee),
Heide (Cisnerose), Tim (Nichols), Karen (Wheeler), Mary (Ayers), Marina
(Perez Wong), Donald (Alvarez), David (Forbes), Lindsay (Neil), Susie, Eric
and Micah (McAlpine/Bellis family), John (Guirao), Khen Thi (Huynh), Sarah
(Graves), Sonjaya (Graves), Crystal (Mallory) and for those we now name…
God of all comfort, we commend to your mercy all who have died, especially
those we now name with our voices or in our hearts… Tony (Ryan), Hugo
(Rosen), Desmond (Tutu), Betty (White), Jeff (Donnelly+), and those we now
name…
Bless these and all people of with your goodness,
and renew our trust in your love.
Lifting our voices with all creation, with Mary, the God-bearer, John the
Evangelist, and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to
the living God through Christ. To you, O Lord our God.
Presider

Almighty God, you bring light and life to all the earth. Mercifully accept
the prayers of your people as we receive the wonders of your love.
Through your Son Jesus Christ who unites our lives to yours, glory to you
forever. Amen.
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Deacon

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
A short period of silence is kept

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our

Presider

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider

People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
For the offering, please donate online by scanning the QR code,
or by going to https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/sjedonate
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE
THE RITE OF HAND WASHING
OFFERTORY HYMN

When Christ’s appearing was made known

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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HYMNAL 132

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you
have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the
face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS

HYMNAL S114

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him,
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into
life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Presider and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. John the Evangelist, and all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

The Presider breaks the bread
Celebrant

People
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AGNUS DEI

HYMNAL S158

The Presider invites the people to Communion saying:
Presider

These are the gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
At the direction of the ushers, individuals and household groups may proceed to the altar. during the Omicron
surge, we will be receiving the bread alone. Please consume it at your seats! For the security of your
belongings, please bring them up with you as you receive communion.

GLUTEN-FREE BREAD IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
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PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to
come spiritually into my heart. I ask you to feed me with the manna of your Holy Spirit and
nourish me with your Holy presence. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Christ Jesus,
and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in
the life to come. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN

O Holy Spirit, by whose breath
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HYMNAL 502

POST-COMMUNION HYMN

Come down, O Love divine
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HYMNAL 516

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Author, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds full of
hope and joy; And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN

Songs of thankfulness and praise

THE DISMISSAL
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HYMNAL 135

THE DIVINE DISPATCH
To announce an upcoming event in the Divine Dispatch, please send your edited text by noon Wednesday to
parishadmin@saintjohnsf.org, or call the parish office at 415-861-1436.
Have you (recently) tested positive for COVID?
Is it a cold… is it the flu… is it Covid?
Doesn’t quite have the same ring or joy as “Is it a bird… is it a plane… is it Superman!”
If you test positive for COVID and are comfortable sharing, please reach out to Beth
(erorbison@gmail.com) and let us know if there is anything we can do for you. There is no need for
you to be a superhuman while having Covid Symptoms or isolated in quarantine. Folks are happy to
drop of groceries, medicines, or tissues; hop on a call or Zoom; and/ or pray for you.
.
Weekly Meditation Group
Dear all, please join Rev. Kevin and folks from the Gubbio project for a weekly meditation group,
beginning on Wednesdays at 12:30 in the Mary Chapel. We will meditate for 20 minutes, beginning
and ending with reflection and prayer. The meditation group will last about 45 minutes.
Note on the AIDS Memorial Quilt
The Quilt was conceived in November of 1985 by long-time San Francisco gay rights activist Cleve Jones. Since
the 1978 assassinations of gay San Francisco Supervisor Harvey Milk and Mayor George Moscone, Jones had
helped organize the annual candlelight march honoring these men. While planning the 1985 march, he learned
that over 1,000 San Franciscans had been lost to AIDS. He asked each of his fellow marchers to write on placards
the names of friends and loved ones who had died of AIDS. At the end of the march, Jones and others stood on
ladders taping these placards to the walls of the San Francisco Federal Building. The wall of names looked like a
patchwork quilt.
Inspired by this sight, Jones and friends made plans for a larger memorial. A little over a year later, a small
group of strangers gathered in a San Francisco storefront to document the lives they feared history would
neglect. Their goal was to create a memorial for those who had died of AIDS, and to thereby help people
understand the devastating impact of the disease. This meeting of devoted friends and lovers served as the
foundation of the NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt.
Cleve created the first panel for the AIDS Memorial Quilt in memory of his friend Marvin Feldman. In June of
1987, Jones teamed up with Mike Smith, Gert McMullin and several others to formally organize the NAMES
Project Foundation.
Here at St. John’s, we have had the quilt displayed since late November of 2021. Many of the quilts bear the
names of members of St. John’s who passed away from AIDS. Please, as you consider the quilts, consider the
love put into each of their creation.
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
DIVERSE PEOPLE, INQUIRING MINDS, OPEN HEARTS
Clergy
The Rev. Kevin Neil, Vicar • kevin@saintjohnsf.org
Office Hours Monday thru Thursday, 10a to 4p, and by appointment
The Rev. Jac Cherry, Deacon • jaccherry@yahoo.com
The Rev. Dr. Richard Smith, Associate Priest • fr.richard2018@gmail.com
The Rev. Dr. John Eastwood, Rector Emeritus, Assisting Priest
The Rev. Robert Warren Cromey, Assisting Priest
The Rev. Dr. Lisa Fortuna, Assisting Priest
The Rev. Canon David Forbes, Assisting Priest
Staff
Daniel M Gonzalez, Music Director • music@saintjohnsf.org
Michael Mallory, Parish Administrator • parishadmin@saintjohnsf.org
Bishop's Committee & Officers
Monthly meeting on the second Sunday of the month, 12:30 pm. All are welcome to attend.

Claudia Viek, Sr. Warden • claudiapviek@gmail.com
Nathan Hobbs, Jr. Warden • nathan_hobbs@yahoo.com
Ricky Abisla,
Heather Hadlock,
Tom Newton,
Marcus Oliphant,
Elizabeth Orbison,
Michelle Porche,
Michael Reardon
Treasurer
Rebecca Gordon, Treasurer • rgordon@usfca.edu
Deanery Delegates
Birgit Eschmann & Sarah Lawton
Hannah van Aelstyn & Bonita Ann Palmer (alternates)
Weekly at St. John's
Holy Eucharist • Sunday 10:15 am
Gubbio Project • Monday – Friday 7:00 am – 2:00 pm
Julian Pantry • Saturday 9:00 – 11:00 am
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