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WELCOME to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist  

 

Brief Summary of Easter 

Easter, the oldest celebration of the Christian year, is not a single day but an entire season: 

Easter lasts fifty days, from Easter Day (the Sunday of the Resurrection) through the Day of 

Pentecost. The season also includes the feast of the Ascension, when the resurrected Jesus 

ascended to heaven and was seen on earth no longer. Throughout the year every Sunday — 

even during Lent — is considered a little Easter, a mini feast of the resurrection on what 

Christians have called the first day of the week. The primary theme of Easter is the resurrection: 

on this day Jesus was raised from the dead, overcoming the power of death and the grave. We 

celebrate that we, too, are raised to everlasting life with him in our baptism. At Pentecost we 

celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the ongoing life of the Holy Spirit in the church 

today. It is the Holy Spirit who breathes life into the Body of Christ, the church; it is the Holy 

Spirit who provides the gifts and guidance needed to sustain our life. At every Eucharist we 

pray that the Holy Spirit will sanctify the bread and wine of communion to be “the Body and 

Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.” We also pray 

that the Spirit will “sanctify us also” so that we may receive the Eucharist with faith and serve 

God “in unity, constancy, and peace.” It is the Holy Spirit who makes God present and alive 

in our hearts.  From Daily Prayers for All Seasons (New York: Church Publishing Inc., 2014).  

 
Cover Image: Illustration from Treasures of the Bible by Henry Davenport Northrop, 1894. 
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THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
  

Please maintain a prayerful atmosphere before the service. 

When the bell rings, please stand as you are able. 
 

PRELUDE    
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                           Alleluia! sing to Jesus HYMNAL 460     
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE GLORIA 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
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Presider  Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know 

your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly 

follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

THE FIRST LESSON  ACTS 11:1-18 
 

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted 

the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 

saying, "Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?" Then Peter began to explain 

it to them, step by step, saying, "I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. 

There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four 

corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, 

reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, `Get up, Peter; kill and eat.' But I 

replied, `By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.' But a 

second time the voice answered from heaven, `What God has made clean, you must not call 

profane.' This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very 

moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told 

me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also 

accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing 

in his house and saying, `Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a 

message by which you and your entire household will be saved.' And as I began to speak, the Holy 

Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the 

Lord, how he had said, `John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 

If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who was I that I could hinder God?" When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised 

God, saying, "Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life." 

 

Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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THE  PSALM    Laudate Dominum    PSALM 148 

 

 
 

1 Alleluia. Praise the LORD from the hea-vens; * 

praise him in the heights. 

2 Praise him, all you angels of his; * 

praise him, all his host. 

3 Praise him, sun and moon; * 

praise him, all you shining stars. 

4 Praise him, heaven of hea-vens, * 

and you waters a-bove the heavens. 

5 Let them praise the Name of the LORD; * 

for he commanded, and they were created. 

6 He made them stand fast for ever and ev-er; * 

he gave them a law which shall not pass away. 

7 Praise the LORD from the earth, * 

you sea mon-sters and all deeps; 

8 Fire and hail, snow and fog, * 

tempestuous wind, doing his will; 

9 Mountains and all hills, * 

fruit trees and all cedars; 

10 Wild beasts and all cat-tle, * 

creeping things and winged birds; 

11 Kings of the earth and all peo-ples, * 

princes and all rul-ers of the world; 

12 Young men and maid-ens, * 

old and young together. 

13 Let them praise the Name of the LORD, * 

for his Name only is exalted, 

his splendor is over earth and heaven. 



 
8 

 

 

14 He has raised up strength for his people 

and praise for all his loyal ser-vants, * 

the children of Israel, a people who are near him. Al-leluia. 

 

THE EPISTLE                     REVELATION 21:1-6 
 

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 

and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 

the throne saying, 

"See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them as their God; 

they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them; 

he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away." 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." Also he said, 

"Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." Then he said to me, "It is done! I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from 

the spring of the water of life." 

Lector   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           All stand for the Gospel procession. 

 

 
 

V. This is the day the Lord has made: let us rejoice and be glad! Refrain 

V. I give you a new commandment, says the Lord: love one another as I have loved you.     

     Refrain 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                JOHN 13:31-35 
  

 Deacon       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. † 

 People  Glory to You, Lord Christ. 
  

At the last supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 

God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 

and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and 

as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.' I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord.          

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE SERMON   The Rev. Kevin Neil 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
All stand as they are able to say together, 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

          maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

             in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

       and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father. 

    Who with the Father and Son is worshiped and glorified. 

    Who has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
                        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
  

Deacon  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Leader  For all people in their daily life and work; 

People  For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Marc our Bishop; and for all bishops, priests, and 

deacons;  

For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  We pray especially for, Andy 

(Frost), Bonita (Palmer), Barbara (Brandon), Ricky (Abisla), Dietrich-Kazian Family, 

Richard (Stillwell), Bev (Wells), Carol, Beth (Freeman), Felix (Freeman-Cherry), Carol 

(Harper), Ed (Specht), Mary (Ayers), Marina (Perez Wong), Donald (Alvarez), Lindsay 

(Neil), Sarah (Graves), Sonjaya (Graves), Crystal (Mallory), Deborah (Stokes), 

Detective Paul (Fetter), Sawyer (Forbes), Heidi (McCormack), Padilla-Manzanares 

Family, Marie (Fowler), Lisa (Stokes), Susan (Harris), Bob (McGowan), John (Connor), 

Jean (Jones), Jay (D’Amato), Ian and John, Chuck (Prophet), Bill (Ashenden), Robert 

(Fry), Susan (Hansen), Elliot (Carlson), Susan and Fred (Plumb), Lynn (Caffrey), Garry 

(Spanner), Lester Ray (Harrsion) and for those we now name… 
 

 The People may add their own petitions 
 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life; for Annalise and Kevin as they 

prepare for their wedding, for those who are with us the morning on Zoom; and for our 

own thanksgivings. 
 

 The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
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We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. We 

pray especially for, David (Forbes+), Que (Tullius), Susan (Palmer Love), and those we 

now name…  

 The People may add their own petitions 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 
 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

 Silence may be kept. 
 

 Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

   in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

   known and unknown, 

   things done and left undone; 

   and so uphold us by your Spirit 

   that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

   to the honor and glory of your Name; 

   through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Presider Almighty God, mercifully accept the prayers your steadfast people have offered before 

you. May you  accomplish in us the work of your salvation that in peace we may show 

forth your glory in the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 
 

Presider         The peace of Christ be always with you.  

People            And also with you. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
For the offering, please donate online by scanning the QR code, 

or by going to https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/sjedonate 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/sjedonate
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 

Presider          Walk in Love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 

God.   Ephesians 5:2 
 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN At the name of Jesus HYMNAL 435 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of 

mercy. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the 

world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting 

life. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift 

our voices with all creation as we sing: 

 

SANCTUS    
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Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own 

image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be 

your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 

 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in 

the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet 

you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, 

sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the 

fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, 

and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he 

triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you 

and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

 
 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this 

wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that 

we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring 

us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons and all Your children, that with the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, St. John the Evangelist, and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise 

your Name for ever. 

 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, 

and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
17 

 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM 
 

 
 

 

The Presider invites the people to Communion saying: 
 

Presider The table of the Lord is now made ready for those who want to draw near to God in love.  

Come whether you have great faith or little.  Come whether you have been here long or for 

a short while.  Come whether you have tried to follow and stumbled or have just begun the 

journey.  Come, because it is Christ who bids you welcome, for these are the gifts of God 

for the people of God.   Thanks be to God. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
  

GLUTEN-FREE WAFERS ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 
 

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   
 

Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come 

spiritually into my heart. I ask you to feed me with the manna of your Holy Spirit and nourish me with 

your Holy presence. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Christ Jesus, and let me never be 

separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  

 

COMMUNION ANTHEM    
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COMMUNION HYMN   Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life HYMNAL 487 

 

 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Author, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING FORTH EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS if needed 

Presider In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 

those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and 

blood. 
 

People  We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.     

Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Presider May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our 

sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over her 

children, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN     Joyful, joyful, we adore thee   HYMNAL 376 
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THE DISMISSAL 
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THE DIVINE DISPATCH 
 

To announce an upcoming event in the Divine Dispatch, please send your edited text by noon Wednesday to 

parishadmin@saintjohnsf.org, or call the parish office at 415-861-1436. 

 

Welcome To Our Visitors 

If you would like to be on our parish mailing list, or be contacted by clergy, then please sign our guest 

book at the back of the church before you leave. Thank you. 
 

Pastoral Care Requests and Prayers of the People 

The Pastoral Care Team consists of the clergy and the following lay members: Birgit Eschmann,  

Michael Haines, Liz Specht, Michael Reardon, Allan Manzanares and Br. Tikhon Pethoud. Please don’t 

hesitate to contact one of us, or the parish administrator for your pastoral care needs.  Additionally, we 

manage and pray for those listed in the Prayers of the People, please contact us if you would like to add 

or update anyone on the list. 

 

Reading Braiding Sweetgrass together, Monday, June 13, 7:30 pm, Zoom 

The St. John's Book Club will join the Indigenous Solidarity Working Group to read together Braiding 

Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants by Robin Wall 

Kimmerer. This "remarkable, wise and potentially paradigm-shifting" book will offer us an opportunity 

to explore 'restorative reciprocity' and "how gratitude can be medicine for our sick, capitalistic world" 

(The Guardian). Contact Jonathan Simcosky (jsimcosky@gmail.com) for more information and to 

receive the meeting link. 

 

Get Involved with Faith in Action! 

Interested in interfaith community organizing on a citywide level? Get involved with Faith In Action! 

We are currently focusing on the Empty Homes Tax proposed by Dean Preston's Office. We will be 

going to rallies and gathering signatures. We would love to have a regular St. John's presence at 

Citywide meetings to discuss strategy and get plugged in. The next meeting is Thursday, May 5th from 

5:30-6:30 at St. John's. Please join!  

 

Join Fr. Kevin for Christian Meditation, Wednesdays at 12:30 

Meet Father Kevin in the Mary Chapel every Wednesday at 12:30 for Christian meditation. We start 

with prayer, then walk through a brief history of the practice, explain the practice itself, then meditate 

for 30 minutes. It is a time of deep peace amidst our sleeping siblings with the Gubbio Project. 

Meditation cushions and pews are available. All levels of meditators are welcome! 

 

Note on the AIDS Memorial Quilt  
Here at St. John’s, we have had the quilt displayed since late November of 2021. Many of the quilts bear the 

names of members of St. John’s who passed away from AIDS. Please, as you consider the quilts, consider the 

love put into each of their creation.  
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Shared Agreements 

 

St. John’s is blessed with a variety of committees--from the guilds (Flower, Garden, and Altar), to 

Pastoral Care, Building & Grounds, and many more!  Thanks to all those who volunteer their time in 

these groups, our church is able to carry out a great deal of its missional work.   

 

In support of all the wonderful SJE workgroups and committees, the Bishop’s Committee wanted to 

share a resource that we have found useful over the past several months.  What is it?  It’s a list of Shared 

Agreements that we developed, with input from all members of the B.C., in response to a discussion 

about how the B.C. wanted to function together as a committee. We rely upon these agreements to help 

set the tone of our meetings, and remind ourselves of common “ground rules” we have chosen for how 

we want to conduct ourselves as a body.   

 

The Shared Agreements also address how we make decisions together, as well as how we plan to deal 

with inevitable tensions and conflicts when they arise (we are only human after all!).  These agreements 

are fairly new, but we liked them well enough that we thought it worthwhile to disseminate them more 

broadly in the hope that they might be useful to other committees.  You might, as a committee, consider 

adopting some or all of these, or develop your very own. So, without any further ado, here they are: 

 

1. Be okay asking questions of any kind. 

2. Strive for a culture of saying ‘oops’ or ‘ouch’; if you said something that hurt say ‘oops’; if 

received something that hurt, say ‘ouch’  

3. Speak without offending, listen without defending 

4. Strive not to gossip and to gently interrupt gossip 

5. Step in + step out to make room for everyone 

6. Strive to have respect for one another – friendship at best, collegiality at minimum 

7. Remember our connective tissue of faith + More Love 

8. Encourage curiosity and generosity, and assume good intentions 

9. Feel confident in taking stuff on. Encourage both successes + failures. 

10. When in conflict: acknowledge harm and apologize; strive for full, rich forgiveness; make space 

for disagreement. 

11. For decision making: All decisions kept in light of the mission.  

12. We are making decisions for the larger collective, and in considering the collective let's center 

the folks on the margins. 

13. Have an eye toward robust implementation and PR plans for decisions made.  
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

DIVERSE PEOPLE, INQUIRING MINDS, OPEN HEARTS 

 

Clergy 

The Rev. Kevin Neil, Vicar • kevin@saintjohnsf.org 

Office Hours Monday thru Thursday, 10a to 4p, and by appointment 
 

The Rev. Jac Cherry, Deacon • jaccherry@yahoo.com 

The Rev. Dr. Richard Smith, Associate Priest • fr.richard2018@gmail.com 

The Rev. Dr. John Eastwood, Rector Emeritus, Assisting Priest  

The Rev. Robert Warren Cromey, Assisting Priest   

The Rev. Dr. Lisa Fortuna, Assisting Priest 
 

 

Staff 

Daniel M Gonzalez, Music Director • music@saintjohnsf.org 

Michael Mallory, Parish Administrator • parishadmin@saintjohnsf.org 

Gonzalo Guoron, Head Verger 

John Brett, Seminarian 

 
 

Bishop's Committee & Officers 
Monthly meeting on the second Sunday of the month, 12:30 pm. All are welcome to attend. 

Nathan Hobbs, Sr. Warden • nathan_hobbs@yahoo.com 

DD McDonnell, Jr. Warden • ddmcdonnell@yahoo.com 

Rebecca Gordon, Treasurer • rgordon@usfca.edu 

Jim Borrazas, Dawn Oberg, Marcus Oliphant,  

Elizabeth Orbison, Michelle Porche, Hannah Joy Root, Dani Ushizima 
 

 

Deanery Delegates 

Birgit Eschmann & Sarah Lawton 

Bill Sullivan (alternate) 
 


