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WELCOME to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist 
 

We are glad you’re here! Whether this is your first time worshiping with us or you have been a member 

for many years, you are invited to participate as fully as you are comfortable. 
 

The Diocesan COVID-19 guidelines now allow for inside worship, although masks still need to be worn 

and a distance of six feet must be maintained from those of other households. Please refrain from 

physical contact – hugging or handshaking – even if fully vaccinated. Abiding by these guidelines help 

protect the vulnerable among us. 
 

Our worship today includes the sacrament of Holy Communion. All who desire to be in communion 

as the Body of Christ are invited to partake.  Guided by ushers, we form a single line to receive the 

bread, or a blessing; individual glasses of wine are also available. We ask that you please take the bread 

and wine to the side table to consume. 
 

At St. John’s, we strive to be a welcoming community where strangers easily become friends and where 

God is worshiped with reverence and joy. 

 
 

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
  

Please maintain a prayerful atmosphere before the service. 

When the bell rings, please stand as you are able. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

OPENING HYMN                I heard the voice of Jesus say         
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 

 
 Presider  

  
 People  

   
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Deacon  God’s warm and generous invitation leads us to confess our faults and folly. 

Let us pray. 

 Holy Friend, 

because we did not create ourselves, 

because we do not understand ourselves, 

because we cannot reconcile ourselves,  

we come to you for Divine help. 

 

All  Merciful God, Creator and Redeemer, 

you know us completely and love us utterly. 

There is not a thought or feeling, 

word, action, memory or hope, 

that you do not see and understand. 

Please forgive our sins and remove our shame, 

heal our dis-eases and redress our distortions, 

reinforce our faith and enlarge our love. 

Let all that is true, beautiful and compassionate 

find a new lease of life in our character. 

For your name’s sake. 

Amen. 

 

Presider  It is written: 
Christ Jesus did not arrive in this world to condemn us, but that the world through 

him might be rescued and healed. His word gives me the confidence to declare to 

you, my friends, the forgiveness of sins and the liberty of the children of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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KYRIE  Lord, have mercy upon us (Proulx) HYMNAL S95 

 

 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

Presider  Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the 

true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may 

live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever.Amen. 

 

SECOND COLLECT FOR LOUISE DE MARILLAC 
 

Presider  Most Gracious God, who has bidden us to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 

before you; Teach us, like your servants Vincent de Paul and Louise de Marillac, to 

see and to serve Christ by feeding the hungry, welcoming the stranger, clothing the 

naked, and caring for the sick; that we may know him to be the giver of all good 

things, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

THE FIRST LESSON                                            1 SAMUEL 16:1-13 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being 

king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for 

I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of 

it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice 

to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall 

anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came 

to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come 

peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and 

come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 

sacrifice. 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the 

Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 

stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the 

outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made 

him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made 

Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his 

sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 

Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, 

but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit 

down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 

eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel 

took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord 

came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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THE RESPONSE     Dominus regit me                PSALM 23 
 

 
William Crotch 

1 O God, you | are my | shepherd; * 

I | shall not | be in | want. 
 

2 You make me lie down | in green | pastures * 

and lead me be | side | still | waters. 
 

3 You re | vive my | soul * 

and guide me along right pathways for the | sake | of your | Name. 
 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the | shadow ● of | death, 

------ | I shall | fear no | evil; * 
 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort | me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the | presence ● of | those who | trouble me; * 
 

you have anointed my | head with | oil, 

and my | cup is | running | over. 
 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall | follow | me 

all the | days | of my | life, * 
 

and I will dwell | in the | house 

of | God | for | ever. 
© Order of Saint Helena, used by permission. 

 

THE EPISTLE   EPHESIANS 5:8-14 
 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the 

fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to 

the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is 

shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light 

becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, 

                            and Christ will shine on you.” 

 

Lector   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           All stand for the Gospel procession. 

 

 
 

 
V.   Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion:  

        which cannot be moved, but stand fast forever. A. 

V.    The hills stand about Jerusalem;  

                            so does the Lord stand  round about his people:  

         from this time forth for evermore. A. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                 JOHN 9:1-41 
 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John. † 

People  Glory to you, O Christ. 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 

this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 

sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of 

him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, 

I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 

saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 

means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had 

seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were 

saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the 

man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called 

Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and 

washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when 

Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 

received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of 

the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, 

“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to 

the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a 

prophet.” 



 
9 

 

 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 

parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was 

born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and 

that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened 

his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were 

afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah 

would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to 

God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One 

thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How 

did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why 

do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, 

saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, 

but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an 

astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that 

God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never 

since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this 

man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, 

and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the 

Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to 

him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he 

worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may 

see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to 

him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have 

sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

Deacon  The Gospel of our Savior. 

People  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

THE SERMON   The Rev. Jac Cherry 

 

A period of silence is kept. 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

All stand as they are able to chant together 

 

THE NICENE CREED 
  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

          maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made truly human. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

             in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

       and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father. 

    Who with the Father and Son is worshiped and glorified. 

    Who has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
                        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Deacon  Have mercy on us, O God, in your great compassion, hear our prayers.  

 

Leader   We pray for the church, lay leaders and clergy, and all of God’s beloved.  
Please pause; the people may add their prayers. 

Show us your ways, O God, and teach us your paths. 

 

We pray for our nation, for all the nations of the earth, and for all who govern and 

judge.  
Please pause; the people may add their prayers. 

Wash us through and through, and cleanse us from our sin.  

 

We pray for the earth, for the water and the air; for thunderstorms and darkness, for 

fruitful seasons and sunshine. 
Please pause; the people may add their prayers. 

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows God’s handiwork.  

 

In this season of Lent we pray for those who prepare for baptism, and we pray that we, 

too, may be given the grace and strength to repent and grow closer to you.  

Please pause; the people may add their prayers. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.  

 

We pray for those who are sick and suffer from any grief or trouble. 
Please pause; the people may add their prayers. 

Have compassion, O God, that they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

I invite your prayers for those who have died †. 
Please pause; the people may add their prayers. 

Give to the departed eternal rest, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

The people may offer prayers of thanksgiving, remembrance, or intercession,  

ending with 'Lord in your mercy' and all respond Hear our prayer 
  

The Presider offers a concluding prayer 
  

THE PEACE 
 

Presider          The peace of Christ be always with you.  

People             And also with you. 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
For the offering, please donate online by scanning the QR code, 

or by going to https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/sjedonate 

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/sjedonate
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN               The King of love my shepherd is    

 

 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for 

the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and 

Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love you. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS  

 
 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into 

sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 

Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 

of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 

he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 

and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 

Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, St. John the Evangelist, Saint Francis and Saint Clare, (______), and all your saints into the 

joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN! 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

The Presider breaks the bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

Presider       Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People         Therefore let us keep the feast.  

 

AGNUS DEI         

 

   
 

 
The Presider invites the people to Communion saying: 

 

Presider Be what you see.  Receive what you are. 

 

 This is the table, not of the Church, but of God. 

 It is to be made ready for those who love God 

 and who want to love God more. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

All who desire a walk with God are welcome at God's table. At the direction of the ushers, individuals and 

household groups may proceed to the altar. For the security of your belongings, please bring them up with you 

as you receive communion. A healing station is located in front of the Mary Chapel. 

 

GLUTEN-FREE BREAD IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 
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PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   
 

Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come 

spiritually into my heart. I ask you to feed me with the manna of your Holy Spirit and nourish me 

with your Holy presence. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Christ Jesus, and let me never 

be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM  
 

COMMUNION HYMN                 Amazing Grace      
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Presider You are the Body of Christ, each member thereof.  

 As beloved members of the Body of Christ, I invite you now to make a sign of 

reverence to one another. 

 

The congregation is invited to make a gesture of reverence to one another. 

 

A period of silence is observed. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Presider Let us pray. 

 

Eternal God, heavenly Author,  

you have graciously accepted us as living members  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  

Send us now into the world in peace,  

and grant us strength and courage  

to love and serve you  

with gladness and singleness of heart;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE 
 

Deacon Bow down before the Lord. 

 

Presider Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel before you; and grant that those 

whom you have nourished by your Word and Sacraments may bring forth fruit worthy 

of repentance; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN              I danced in the morning         
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THE DISMISSAL 

 

Deacon  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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THE DIVINE DISPATCH 
 

To announce an upcoming event in the Divine Dispatch, please send your edited text by noon Wednesday to 

parishadmin@saintjohnsf.org, or call the parish office at 415-861-1436. 

 

Welcome To Our Visitors 

If you would like to be on our parish mailing list, or be contacted by clergy, then please sign our guest 

book at the back of the church before you leave. Thank you. 

 

Brief Recap of Fr. Kevin's NYC OnPoint Trip Today immediately after Mass! 

Please join Fr. Kevin immediately after mass to hear about his trip to the first sanctioned Overdose 

Prevention Sites in the United States. 

 

Second Offering for El Porvenir 

What would your life be like if you had to walk over 12 blocks every time you wanted water fit to 

drink or cook with? What if you had to bathe under a tree with no cover?  How you feel about having 

to use an open field or some bushes for your toilet? People in rural areas of Nicaragua are faced with 

these realities daily.  The work of El Porvenir seeks to bring health and dignity to the lives of those 

who have done without for so long.  Our second collection during Lent will again be given to El 

Porvenir to fund projects building latrines, village bathing cubicles, wells, and hand washing stations 

at schools.  Please consider giving $1 per day of Lent.  Your $40 gift will go a long way to helping 'the 

least of these.'  

 

Christian Inquiry & Education Series during Lent! 

During thi Lent, we are offering a series of discussions on Sundays after church, as part of an ongoing 

program of Christian formation at St. John’s. Bill Sullivan, Chris Evans, and Rebecca Gordon, as the 

first members of a new Christian Formation committee, have put together a series that will give St. 

John’s some tools for understanding the ongoing emergency of overdose deaths in our neighborhood 

and the city in general. We are drawing on the special resources that we have as an Episcopal parish: 

scripture, tradition, and reason. Expect some lively conversations. Everyone is invited! If you have 

questions, please see Chris, Bill, or Rebecca. 

 

Interested in being Baptized?  

Lent is the perfect season of preparation for baptism! In the waters of baptism, we are lovingly 

adopted by God into God’s family, which we call the Church, and given God’s own life to share and 

reminded that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ. Holy Baptism marks a formal 

entrance to the congregation and wider Church; the candidates for the sacrament make a series of 

vows, including an affirmation of the Baptismal Covenant, and are baptized in the Name of the 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. They are marked as Christ’s own for ever, having “clothed [themselves] 

with Christ” (Galatians 3:27). If you have not been baptized and are interested, or even just curious, 

please speak with Fr. Kevin. 
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Masking Optional, and Common Cup available! 

The COVID Taskforce met and decided to amend our COVID rules. Beginning this Sunday, we will be 

moving to masking optional, with KN95 masks still available in the back. The Common Cup will be 

available during the Eucharist -- please sip only (no dipping the bread!). The little communion cups 

will still be available for those who'd prefer. We will continue to regularly hand sanitize and watch the 

public health situation. 

 

Parish Directory Update 

Please click on the QR code to fill out a form and update your contact information 

for the parish directory. 

 

 St. John's Book Club 

We will discuss Part Four of Sapiens,"The Scientific Revolution,"  by Yuval Noah Harari, on Monday 

evening, April 16, at 7:30 by Zoom. 

The book is provocative in the extreme.  We invite you to join us for a fascinating conversation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Flower Donations 

 
Please email parishadmin@saintjohnsf.org with the following information,  

or give this form to an usher  (Suggested donation $25): 

 

In memory of_______________________________________________  

 

In honor of _____________________________________________ 

 

By________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

mailto:parishadmin@saintjohnsf.org
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AN AFFIRMATION OF VALUES 
 

We are a dynamic parish of diverse people with open hearts and inquiring minds; at St. John’s, 

lives are transformed by encountering the love of God in community. 
 

● We are radically welcoming, a sanctuary to all who enter this space; 

● We seek and serve Christ in all persons, believing that God dwells in each of us; 

● We respect the dignity of all people; 

● We protect the vulnerable among us – especially our children and elders, the sick, friendless, 

persecuted, and refugees and immigrants; 

● We promote justice and peace in our neighborhood and in the global community; 

● We faithfully follow in the footsteps of Jesus, making no peace with oppression and resisting 

all forms of evil; 

● We work to restore the sacred bond between nature and humanity, protecting and celebrating 

God’s glorious creation, this fragile earth, our island home; 

● We are a parish community bound together in love and united by the Holy Spirit. 

 

THIS WE AFFIRM 

 
COVER IMAGE:  "The Man Born Blind" by Ronald Raab  

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
May your angels keep watch, O God, over those who are sick, especially those we now name with our 

voices or in our hearts: Andy (Frost), Bonita (Palmer), Barbara (Brandon), Ricky (Abisla), Beth 

(Freeman), Dietrich-Kazian Family, Richard (Stillwell), Carol (Harper), Ed (Specht), Mary (Ayers), 

Gladys (Mejia), Lisa (Stokes), Bob (McGowan), John (Connor), Jean (Jones), Ian and John, Elliot 

(Carlson), Olivia (Masson), June (Seunarine), Brother Tikhon, Stephanie (Forbes), Patrick (Arbore), 

Ellen (Abels), Jacques and his parents (Arcenaux), Fr Jude (Hill), Br Leo, Julie (Carlson), Monika 

(Grace), Stacy (Gabor), Rachel (Lawton),  Andrea (Winchester), Reilly (Duncan), Paula and Lotte 

(Jennert), Rusty (Clyma), Patrick (Delaney) and those we now name, …  

 

And hold in eternal light those who have died †, Antonio (Ushizima), Kathy (Sakry), Ingrid (Tietze), 

Heidi (McCormack), and for those we now name… 
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Biography for Louise de Marillac, MONASTIC, WORKER OF CHARITY, 1660 

Louise de Marillac DC, (August 12, 1591 – March 15, 1660) was the co-founder, with 

Vincent de Paul, of the Daughters of Charity. She was born out of wedlock near Le 

Meux, in Picardy. She never knew her mother, but Louis de Marillac, Lord of 

Ferrires (1556-1604), claimed her as his natural daughter yet not his legal heir. 

 

When she was 22, her uncle arranged for her to marry Antoine Le Gras, secretary to 

Queen Marie. Antoine was an ambitious young man who seemed destined for great 

accomplishments. Louise and Antoine were wed in the fashionable Church of St. 

Gervaise on February 5, 1613. In October, the couple had their only child, Michel. 

Louise grew to love Antoine and was an attentive mother to their son. Along with being devoted to 

her family, Louise was also active in ministry in her parish. She had a leading role in the Ladies of 

Charity, an organization of wealthy women dedicated to assisting those suffering from poverty and 

disease. 

 

Antoine contracted a chronic illness and eventually became bedridden. Louise vowed not to remarry 

if her husband died before her. She also believed that she had received the insight that she would be 

guided to a new spiritual director whose face she was shown. When she happened to meet Vincent de 

Paul, she recognized him as the priest from her vision. 

 

In 1625, Antoine died. Widowed and lacking financial means, she had to move. Vincent lived near her 

new dwelling. His work needed many more helpers, especially ones who were peasants themselves 

and so would be closer to the poor. He also needed someone who could teach and organize them. In 

1629, Vincent invited Louise to become involved in his work with the Confraternities of Charity. She 

found great success in these endeavors. In 1632, she became convinced that it was time to intensify 

her ministry with poor and needy persons. 

 

Louise found the help she needed in young, humble country women, who had the energy and the 

proper attitude to deal with people weighed down by destitution and suffering. She began working 

with a group of them and saw a need for common life and formation. Consequently, she invited four 

country girls to live in her home in the Rue des Fosses‐Saint‐Victor and began training them to care 

for those in need. 

 

Mobility was a major innovation. The Daughters of Charity were unlike other established religious 

communities, whose religious women were behind cloister walls in a monastery and performed a 

ministry of contemplative prayer. "Love the poor and honor them as you would honor Christ 

Himself," Louise explained. That was the foundation of the Company of the Daughters of Charity, 

which received official approbation in 1655. 

 

Louise led the Company of Daughters until her death. After increasingly ill health, she died six 

months before the death of her dear friend and mentor, Vincent de Paul. She was 68, and the 

Daughters of Charity had more than 40 houses in France. The nuns have always been held in high 

repute and have a presence in all parts of the world. 
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

DIVERSE PEOPLE, INQUIRING MINDS, OPEN HEARTS 

 

Clergy 

The Rev. Kevin Deal, Vicar • kevin@saintjohnsf.org 

Office Hours Monday thru Thursday, 10a to 4p, and by appointment 
 

The Rev. Jac Cherry, Deacon • jaccherry@yahoo.com 

The Rev. Stephen Siptroth, Transitional Deacon 

The Rev. Dr. Richard Smith, Associate Priest • fr.richard2018@gmail.com 

The Rev. Dr. John Eastwood, Rector Emeritus, Assisting Priest  

The Rev. Robert Warren Cromey, Assisting Priest   

The Rev. Dr. Lisa Fortuna, Assisting Priest 
 

 

Staff 

Daniel M Gonzalez, Music Director • music@saintjohnsf.org 

Michael Mallory, Parish Administrator • parishadmin@saintjohnsf.org 

Gonzalo Guoron, Head Verger 

Ben Dinglasan, Seminarian 
 

Bishop's Committee & Officers 
Monthly meeting on the second Sunday of the month, 12:30 pm. All are welcome to attend. 

, Sr. Warden •  

Diana McDonnell, Jr. Warden • ddmcdonnell@yahoo.com 

Rebecca Gordon, Treasurer • rgordon@usfca.edu 

Jim Borrazas, Mary Lawrence Hicks,  Dawn Oberg,  Elizabeth Orbison,  

Michelle Porche, Hannah Joy Root, Dani Ushizima, Sophia Zimmerman 
 

 

Deanery Delegates 

Birgit Eschmann & Sarah Lawton 

Nathan Hobbs & Bill Sullivan  (alternate) 
 

 


